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Honoring NWI Contractors and their
Commitment to Protecting Workers

By Nick Dmitrovich

The dedicated safety professionals of the Northwest Indiana

construction industry have one of the most important job

descriptions in the entire state - keeping men and women safe
on the job, and getting them home to their families each night.

T hey're not often in the spotlight, but they definitely deserve it

Honoring these individuals for their achievements is what
the Northwest Indiana Business RoundTable’s (NWIBRT) annual Safety
Awards Banquet is all about — celebrating the people and companies
that demonstrate outstanding capabilities and standards when it comes
to reducing or eliminating hazards across a wide range of construction
jobsites.

Held in tandem with the Construction Advancement Foun-
dation’s (CAF) annual awards banquet, the evening presents a stellar
example of the capabilities of the NWI construction industry and its
commitment to safety and excellence. The event is considered by many
to be the leading awards banquet with regard to recognizing the region’s
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industrial, commercial and public works projects.

Don Bull, NWIBRT Executive Committee Chairman and
Director with NIPSCO, said, “What's interesting to me is the fact that we
often see companies learning from one another’s successes, and earning
increased levels of recognition each year. The end result is a safer and
more productive construction industry for the entire region. What could
be better than that?”

“The very nature of construction presents workers with many
different types of dangerous situations,” said Kristi Chibicki, Secretary of
the NWIBRT Safety Committee and Accounting Manager with Airgas
On-Site Safety Services, “But we're proud of the fact that our members
do everything they can - literally, everything they can - to make sure
that people stay safe in these situations”

“Their attention to detail goes way above and beyond industry
standards,” she added, "and tonight’s winners most certainly deserve
recognition for all they’ve done to protect people on their job sites.”
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CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR
Brandenburg Industrial Service Co.

RECOGNITION AWARD WINNERS
ACMS Group, Inc.

AMS Mechanical Systems, Inc.
ATC Group Services LLC
BMWC Constructors, Inc.

Brock Industrial Services, LLC

CATS], Inc.
Graycor Industrial Constructors Inc.
Hayes Mechanical, LLC,
Imperial Crane Services, Inc.

Interstate Environmental Services, Inc.

KM Plant Services, Inc,
Korellis Roofing, Inc.

M&O Insulation Company
Matrix North America Construction
MC Industrial, Inc.

Meade Industries, Inc.
Morrison Construction Company
Nooter Construction Company
Rieth-Riley Construction Company
Tonn and Blank Construction
Tranco Industrial Services, Inc.
Walsh & Kelly Inc.
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COMPANIES OF THE YEAR
R.J. Mycka, Inc.

Total Safety U.S., Inc.

INNOVATION AWARDS
Thatcher Foundations Inc.

Solid Platforms, Inc.

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNERS
Amex Nooter, LLC

BRAND Energy & Infrastructure
Services, Inc.

EMCOR Hyre Electric
Company of Indiana, Inc.

Falk-PLI Engineering & Surveying
Hasse Construction Company, Inc.
M. J. Electric, LLC.

Pyro Industrial Services
Sargent Electric Company
Superior Construction Co., Inc.
The Pangere Corporation

For more information
visit nwibrt.org
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OWNER EXCELLENCE
IN LEADERSHIP AWARD

NIPSCO
Cargill, Inc.

EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNERS
Airgas On-Site Safety Services

Alrswift
Ambitech Engineering Corporation

Brandenburg Industrial
Service Company

Cannon Sline Industrial, Inc.
Chellino Crane
Cornerstone Electrical Consultants, inc.
Imperial Crane Services, [nc.
Middough Consulting, Inc.
N.A. Logan, Inc.

Orbital Engineering, Inc.

R. J. Mycka, Inc.
Scheck Mechanical Corporation
Solid Platforms, Inc.
Stevenson Crane Service, Inc.
Thatcher Foundations Inc.
The Ross Group, Inc.
Total Safety U.S., Inc.
Valdes Engineering Company
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I's important to note that the safety
field is a much larger picture than most people
think, On the surface, yes, it's a humanitarian
effort — in that people are being removed from
harmis way. But after all that, safety has a direct
impact on our regional economy as well.

Safety throughout the construction
and maintenance industries is a key element of
economic development that affects job growth,
project funding, and future investments. When
accidents happen on jobsites, the cost of that
project can climb exponentially due to lost
productivity, delays, worker’s compensation
claims, and numerous other factors. Companies
that incur higher than normal incident rates
could suffer a loss of clients and customers, not
to mention a tragic loss of workers to needless
safety hazards.

Two of the most interesting awards
given by NWIBRT this year went to Solid
Platforms and Thatcher Foundations, who each
took home Innovation awards. The Innovation

portion of the NWIBRT banquet focuses on
creativity and ingenuity with regard to solving
problems on jobsites. To win, a company’s cre-
ative idea must mitigate a safety hazard or serve

as a new safety initiative intended to serve asa

creative resolution to a potential threat.

Last year, Solid Platforms was able
to identify a gap in scaffolding safety train-
ing that was putting workers at risk, and was
quickly able to develop a program to address
the problem. The company noticed that its own
employees had extensive safety training when it
came to setting up scaffolding - but, the people
actually using the equipment were only receiv-
ing preliminary training and were not well
informed about things like duty ratings, load
capacities, electrical hazards and minimum ap-
proach distances.

So, Solid Platforms created a compre-
hensive scaffold user’s training course that has
since been implemented in places like Arcelor
Mittal's Burns Harbor and Riverdale facilities,
several Graycor jobsites, and more. Global
companies are now soliciting this training for
their facilities around the world.

Thatcher Foundations demonstrated
a clever approach to overcoming obstacles they
encountered on the BP Whiting dock re-facing
project last year, with the implementation of
devices the company calls “Welding Bells”

On the BP project, Thatcher’s em-
ployees had to manage the dilemma of welding

Chelino Crane will accommeodate all your crane and rigging needs.
Starting with daily rentals, large and small hydraulic t
ranging from 40 to 600 ton along with 200 to 600 ton crawler cranes.

Recently added to our fleet is our Manitowoc 18000 600 ton
crawler and our Liehberr 600 ton truck crane.

ruck cranes are available

structural connections just above the water line
at BP’s dock. This meant that welders either had
to be in full diving gear or they would have to
lay down in a prone position on floats. Both

of these methods are dangerous, so Thatcher’s
teams came up with a better approach.

Their solution was to design “Weld-
ing Bells” - which are basically semi-submers-
ible bell-shaped work platforms that would
allow the welder’s body to actually be below the
water, while still remaining dry. This meant the
welders could remain standing, and reach their
targets in a much safer manner than diving or
laying down.

Both Solid Platforms and Thatcher
demonstrated creative new methods of jobsite
safety, and thus were well-deserving of the In-
novation awards they received,

For additional information about the
annual NWIBRT Safety Awards, please visit
NWIBRT.org/awards. Also, Building Indiana
and BuildingIndiana.com will be providing
constant updates about NWIBRT member
companies and their projects throughout the
year.”

Joliet, IL 60433
(815)723-2829

Three generations of
quality in crane rental

015 Rowell Avenue

(815)723-0968 FAX
www.chellinocrane.com
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2015 NWIBRT

EXCELLENCE IN SAFETY AWARD RECIPIENT

Solid Platforms, Inc. is a full
service scaffold supplier with
professionals available

24 hours a day,

7 days a week.

Services we provide to

our customers include:

= Rental & erection of
scaffolding systems

* Professional engineers
to daesign a system

= Sidewalk canopies

* Trash chute rental

APSCO eanned s Owner Eneellence an Leadeshi e Preaned sue O 1o e) Ay Stone B eleon & installation
Asles Tolion, Beian Corerenn, Do Bolland Kot Sangsier . Swing stage &

mobile scaffold
systems

SOLID PLATFORMS, INC.
Scaffold Rental and Field Erection

2.8054 « Portage, IN » www.solidplatforms.com

Tranco Industrial Services, Inc.
Rail Construction & Mauntenineoe
Carzl] ecarned an Owner Excellence m Leadesshipawand, Petnred e (o ey ko
hazniere 2k, Chert Doenran, Rick Toor and Ma e Tk,

Preliminary Design and Budget Estimates
Design and Build
New Track Construction

. A
Track Inspection
- Maintenance and Emergency Repairs

[PANDING THROUGH®
~ THE MIDWEST

-Indiana - lllinvis - Kentucky
Ohio .« Pennsylvania

We ask for the oppor tunity ro be
of SERVICE to your company. You may be
assured of our complete cooperation,
1 brelier Tutadations carsed e seellenee and novaton awant Pened e chom Lo ) ajob safely performed and constiucted
Gl Rodd. Best Milbeagh, Michae] Wasoches Anna Shelan, Jolin Wasocken Gres Cshonanid tg properly and on-time.
Rose (Back o o) fson Coopes: Dave Roethler Dase Cooper. Allen Hughes Van Sugphe.

S il 219.181.9100

www.trancoindustrial.com
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