By Nick Dmitrovich

for the Construction Advancement

Foundation’s (CAF) annual awards banquet,
honoring the best projects and achievements

undreds of master builders from
Northwest Indiana’s leading con-
struction firms gathered together

that have taken place in the industry over the
past year. Quite a few unique and innovative
projects made up the 2016 roster of winners,
showcasing the diverse range of abilities NWT’s
contractors can exhibit.

The event is hosted with the North-

west Indiana Business RoundTable (NWIBRT),

who also presents its annual safety awards dur-
ing the ceremony, and is considered by many
to be the leading awards event with regard to
recognizing the region’s industrial, commercial
and public works projects.

“This year's event has brought
together a collection of quite a few outstanding
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CAF Celebrates the Year's Best
Construction Achievements
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projects and accomplishments,” said Dewey
Pearman, Executive Director of the CAE

“These contractors continue to
outdo themselves, and demonstrate impressive
capabilities. Perhaps the most important aspect
of several of this year’s projects has been their
ability to almost completely revitalize com-
munities and spur developments that we expect
will last well into the future”

Jim Arendas, Director of Environ-
mental Health & Safety with the CAF, detailed
the application review and judging criteria that
the CAF uses to determine each year’s winners.

“It took a long time to make a selec-
tion this year,” he said. “The judges had about
22 applications to go through, and each one of
these companies, or projects, were outstanding.
It certainly made it difficult to decide the win-
ners - and that’s a great thing”

The CAF uses & panel of impartial
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judges from esteemed backgrounds, and they
rotate the panel members from year to year.
For the 2016 event, the CAF called upon the
opinions of a retired professor of Architectural
Engineering Technology from Purdue Uni-
versity Calumet, a retired administrator from
the Building Construction Resource Center
(BCRC), an administrator from Franciscan
Alliance, a project manager from Orbital En-
gineering, and an assistant professor/program
chair from Ivy Tech’s Construction Technology
department.

This year's Excellence in Professional
Development award - which is the only award
that goes to an individual and not a company
- went to Gerald Hancock of Walsh & Kelly,
Inc. When presenting him the award, the CAF
noted that he has been instrumental in driving
more than 240 of his company’s employees
toward the attainment of professional develop-
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2016 CAF

Construction Awards
Banquet Winners

CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR
Commercial Contractor of the Year
Tonn and Blank Construction

Industrial Contractor of the Year
The Ross Group, Inc.

Specialty Contractor of the Year
Thatcher Foundations Inc.

Professional & Engineering Services
Contractor of the Year

Falk-PLI Engineering & Surveying

Highway Contractor of the Year
Rieth-Riley Construction Company

EXCELLENCE IN PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Gerald Hancock
Walsh & Kelly, Inc.

PROJECT OF THE YEAR
Maintenance/Service Work
Project of the Year

Walsh & Kelly, Inc.
Project name: Meijer; Goshen, IN

Industrial/Capital Project of the Year

Graycor Industrial Constructors Inc.
Project name: NIPSCO Unit 12 DFGD
Project

Commercial Project of the Year

Tonn and Blank Construction
Project name: Artspace Uptown Artist
Loft

Public Works Project of the Year

Berglund Construction
Project name: Valparaiso Central Park
Expansion / City of Valparaiso
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ment certifications and has promoted a strong
culture of continued education.

Five companies earned Contractor of
the Year awards in categories based on their re-
spective areas of expertise. These awards repre-
sent a culmination of a number of factors that
the CAF evaluates, including;: safety, excellence
in partnering and teamwork, quality project
management, innovation and uniqueness in
construction techniques, consideration for the
environment, community support, craftsman-
ship, and supervisory training and education.

When all of those criteria are culminated into
a single figure, an image of true construction
proficiency begins to form.

This year's Contractor of the Year
awards went to Tonn and Blank Construction,
The Ross Group, Thatcher Foundations, Falk-
PLI Engineering & Surveying, and Rieth-Riley
Construction - categorized by specialties like
highway construction, industrial, commercial,
etc. Each was chosen for a variety of reasons, as
mentioned above, but they all shared one com-
mon trait - they were simply the best at what
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they do. Each winning company has the ability
to deliver a top-shelf outcome for their clients,
and each propagates a culture of safety and
continued improvement within their organiza-
tions.

The 2016 Project of the Year awards
went to projects that were as varied as they
were impressive, ranging from state-of-the-art
engineering feats to buildings that completely
changed their communities.

Here's a breakdown of what the four
winning projects entailed:

Graycor Industrial Constructors Inc.
took home the Industrial-Capital Project of the
Year award for its efforts on the $300 million
NIPSCO Unit 12 DFGD Project in Michigan
City, which is a facility intended to reduce
ernissions created by NIPSCOSs electricity gen-
cration. Graycor performed more than 430,000
man hours without a lost time incident.

Tonn and Blank Construction
received the Commercial Project of the Year
award for the Artspace Uptown Artist Loft
project in Michigan City. Work involved the
complete redevelopment of the defunct Warren
Building, built in the 1920%. The historically
registered building will now become an afford-
able home for 44 artists and their families after
undergoing $13.7 million of restorative efforts.

Walsh & Kelly Inc. earned the
Maintenance/Service Work Project of the Year
award for its work on the Meijer retail store’s
parking lot restoration project in Goshen, IN.
In addition to the CAF’s award for this project,
Walsh & Kelly also earned an IRMCA 2016
OQutstanding Concrete Achievement Award
earlier this year in addition to recognition
from the ICA, NAPA and the APAL

Berglund Construction earned the
Public Works Project of the Year award for the
new Valparaiso Central Park and Amphithe-
ater, which will become a signature site for the
region. The William E. Urschel Pavilion, part
of the park’s complex, contains an ice skat-
ing rink for the winter months and space for
outdoor events during warmer weather.

All in all, it was a fantastic event.
Perhaps the most important thing about this
annual banquet is that it gives builders an eve-
ning to appreciate each other’s hard work and
share stories with their industry peers. And
really, that's what NWIBRT and the CAF are all
about - bringing builders together to improve
the industry and the lives that it touches®
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